
Accepts Dismissal in
Compliance With Rus-

sia's Ultimatum.
CHIEF CONCERN

FOR ASSISTANTS
No Decision Has Been Reached
as to His Fourteen American
Aides.Meetings Held in
Various Mosques to Pro¬

test Against Action of
Government.

Tehcrun. December 10..W. .Morgan
Shustcr, the American Trcasurer-tlen-
pral of Persia, who has been dismissed
from ofDco by the t.'a'blnet In com¬
pliance with tho demands contained
In the Russian ulUmatum, to-day sent
his reply to the Cabinet, In which he
stated his willingness to hand over
his accounts when his successor Is
named. He added that his chief solici¬
tude now wu.s for the welfare of his
fourteen American assistants, concern¬
ing whom nothing has yet been de¬
cided.

Meetings wcro held to-day In the
various- mosques to protest againtit
tho action of the government. The
.Minister of the Interior has Issued an
order that new elections shall bo held
as soon as possible.
The latest dispatches from TabrizI

report a temporary lull In the fighting.
A telegram from Shlrns. province of
Pars, wheru a boycott haa been in¬
stituted against the Indian troops, re-
portK an attack on tho Indians near
Ksxcroon, In which two Sowars were
killed. The situation there is regard¬
ed as serious.

Not Kurranllj- rnncelrd.
Washington, December "Jti..Ameri¬

can TreuBurcr-fJchoral Shustrr's con¬
tract with the Persian government <.£
tiunage tho finances of Persia has
not been formally canceled so far a»
the Stute Department can learn. A
Cablegram received to-dny from Amer¬ican Minister Russell, at Teheran, how¬
ever, dealt with plans i>elng made
to get Mr. Sinister and his family safe¬
ly out of ivr>lii. Hence, It Is assumed:
thai the formalities attending the
termination of Mr. Shunter's activities
In that country will not be lotig do-
lay cd.
The meagreness of the news I hat Is

comlitK to the outer world from the
Persian capital bus led to the suspicion
that a severe eenrorshlp in heilig exer¬
cised over the news dispatches by the
Kassians, who control some, of the
telegraphic channels of communica¬
tion. The last preceding dispatch
from any of the State Departments
representatives In Persia came last
Saturday from Mr. Paddock, consul at
Tabriz, and referred briefly to desul¬
tory street lighting In that city.

Continue to Kill.
The Russian troops continued to kill

Persians In Tabriz, according to d's-
patches received In Washington to-day
from official sources In Teheran. Ca¬
blegrams from the Persian capita", de¬
clare that alleged Russian atrocltie."
have so aroused ihe Persian people
that It will be Impossible now to
bring about an amicable settlement be¬
tween Russia and Persia.
The Persian attitude Is declared to

be one of growing hostility.

Itutotlnn Dcnd 100.
St. Petersburg, December 26..A tel¬

egram from Tabriz says thut the total
loss of the Russians, killed and se-
veroly wounded, In the recent tlghtln«
in that city Is about 100. Several bod¬
ies of Russian soldiers have been found
partly burned.
Tho director of the Persian depart-'

tnent of the Russian Foreign Oiflce, In
an Interview to-day, said that the gov-
eminent was convinced that the Per¬
sian government was not concerned In
the anti-Russian outbreak at Tabriz
or elsewhere. Those responsible were
principally Armenians and criminals.

Boycott Is Urifed.
London. December 27..The St. Pe¬

tersburg correspondent of Ihe Daily
Telegraph says that through the me¬
dium of Count Stcnbok, formal mar-
thai of nobility of Khorsviii, an over¬
whelming majority of the Xomstvo
members in that province arc address¬
ing all Zcmstvos In P.uusiu proposing
a boycott of American machinery and
goods. This action, li Is urged, should
bo taken as a protost against Ameri¬
can Interference In Russian internal
affairs.

FORESEES GREAT SAVING
Hitchcock Propose* to Hxtcnd Second*

CIonh Moll Freight Service.
New York, December 26..Postmas¬

ter-General Frank II. Illtchaock In¬
tends to extend the practice of carry¬
ing second-class mall by fast freight
trains. He so stated In an answer ho
Died In the United States Circuit
Court to-day in the case of the Re¬
view of Rcvlows Cotnpnny, which
complained of discrimination becauso
Its magazines wcro carried by freight
Instead of by mail tralna through the
Middle West for distribution to far
distant points. Tho Postmaster-Gen¬
eral says tho government lost 7 cents
a pound on all second-class matter
transported from New York to tho
Paclfio coast by mail trallns' in 1907-
1908, but that since early this year,
when tho fast freight rule was en¬
forced on certain periodicals Issued at
intervals of a week or more, a saving
of $1',400,000 has been made. The tuIo
eo far haa beon appllod only to the so-
called third contral section, but as'soon
bs contracts with railroads In throe
other sections expire tho rulo will bo
enforced in other sections. This, says
the Postmaster-aonorul, wSU mako an
annual' saving of $3,000,000 (In the
transportation of second-class mall.

BEST SKRVICK TO CAMFGANIA.
Standard or Tom Int. Latter porflonally.con-Juoted without chanja.V Berth 14 ,Yya»h.-jüätt» »cm* e«l-B, Wala, flu J

DENIES' MARRIAGE STORY
Cnptuln lining Says There Hum Ueen No
Reconciliation with in* Kontier Wife.
Washington, December 20..Captain

Peter C. Haitis, Jr., to-day llatly denied
reports circulated to tho effect that
he had remarried his former wife,
Claudia Ltbbey Hains, on whose ac¬
count he Killed William B. Annls thrcu
years ago.
When scon by a roportor at the of¬

fice of his father, Genoral Peter C.
Mains, whero ho la working, Captain
Halns said that there Is not a single
word of truth In the statement that
tiicre had been a reconciliation be¬
tween himself and his former wife.

"I only got my dlvorco about four
weelts ago und had to pay money for
It," said Captain Hains, "so 1 am cor-
tolniy not trying to reach any recon¬
ciliation with my fcrmor .wife. As
for tho reports that were circulated
In Now York and elsewhere as to our
remarriage. I guess it was a case of
too much Christmas celebration on the
part of certain parties. It Is absolute¬
ly fulsc. and there will never be any
reconciliation between us."
Captain Halns has been In Wash¬

ington ifor some time, and Is engaged
in engineering With his father, with
offices In tho Union Trust building. It
Is not decided how long ho will ru-
maln In Washington, and If ho leaves
here It will bo to superintend work
elsewhere tinder his father's orders.
Both he and General Ilelr.s Hand they
deeply regrottcd the numerous reports
that have been circulated since Cup-
tain Hulns's release from prison.

LOCKOUT ALMOST CERTAIN
Bulk Hides Mund Firm In Lancashire

Cottun Wrnujcle.
Manchester, England, December 26..Nothing has happened to warrant thehope thul the lockout of 16",000 cottonworkers in Lancashire can be averted.Tho lockout is scheduled for to-mor¬

row, and officially both sides maintain
nn uncompromising altitude. Theweavers In the Halene mill, at Ac-crlngtoti, went on strike December 20because of ihe employment of non¬union labor. Two days later the com¬mittee of the Lancashire Cotton Spln--ners' and. Manufacturers' AsBOCiutlondecided to lock out the workers Intill the mills' belonging to the federa¬tion as a protest ugunsl the attemptsof trade unionists to force weaversto join their rnnks.
To-day was a general holiday, undfew cotton men remained In Manches¬ter. Therofore. It was not possible toas'oartaih tho views of the majority,hut among some there is a dispositionto refer the dispute to the industrialCouncil, of which Sir George Askwfth,the noted strike-settler, Is president.Meanwhile, the original cause of thodispute.the refusal of a man and hiswife io Join the union at Accrlngton.1.1 likely |o be removed. It Is saidthat the man has agreed to join andthat his wife will leave town.The Föderation of Master CottonSpinners will meet here to-morrow, andIt Is expoctsd In the event of a generalshut-down of the weaving sheds thatthey propose ihe^ early closing of thespinning mills In Lancashire, aa It Ispointed out. that it would be rulnou*to continue spinning yarn while thelooms urr Idle. This would cause ageneral suspension of labor In the col-ton districts.'

TAFT IS MERCIFUL
Four Federal Prisoners Made Happyby Ills Christmas Clemency.
Washington. December 26..Presi¬

dent Taft ha« dispensed Christmas
cheer to four Fderal prisoners through
commutation of sentence. The pathetic
appeal of a prisoner's eighty-year-old mother for the son she had not
seen for twenty-five years causod the
President to commute to expire at once
the sentence of William J. Key, who
plcadejl guilty In 1006 at St. Josoph,Mo., to coutnerfeltlng. His eight-year
term would have expired April 21 next.
The President also cornmutod to ex¬

pire at once the life sentences of
Howell Cobb. an Indian, who pleaded
guilty to murder at Sapulpa, I. T.. In
189S, and Charles Hopkins, a negro,
convicted of murder in the District
of Columbia, In 1S9C .

The sentence of Fayette F. Arm¬
strong, convicted at Fort Smith, Ark.,
of violating the retail liquor licence
law, scheduled to expire May 20, was
shortened by a month and a half.

RESUME DYNAMITE PROBE
Important Witnesses Gathering at Los

Angeles for Inquiry.
Los Angeles, Cel., December 26..

Tho Federal Investigation Into tho al¬
leged nation-wide dynamiting con¬
spiracy, which was Interrupted by the
Christmas holidays, was resumed to¬
day. A. I. McCormlck, United States
attorney for this district, who returned
lost week from Washington, was busy
familiarizing himself with evidence
obtained In his absence by tho special
government prosecutor.
Important witnesses, labor union

leaders of San Francisco, who were
summoned last Week and then excused
over Christmas, wero expected to re¬
turn to Ivos Angeles either to-night or
to-morrow morning. In, order to be
ready to testify when the Federal
grand jury resumed Its sessions to¬
morrow. It was thought to-day that
by Friday of this week tho inquisitors
wouid make a report. i

BLANK~CHECKS STOLEN
'

Negro Is Arrested While Attempting to
Pass One of Them Forged,

Washington, December 26..The theft
of eight blank navy paymaster's checks
from the battleship Mississippi, and an
alleged attempt to pass at least one
of them forged, is being Investigatedby the United States secret service.
Thomas Words, a negro mess attendant
on the warship, is under arrest In
Philadelphia, having been captured bysecret sorvlce operatives while at¬
tempting, tt Is charged, to cash at thePhiladelphia Subtrcnsury one of theInstruments for $225, forged with the
name of Pnymoster Robert Orris, cfthe Philadelphia navy yard. Four oth¬
er checks, forged In tho same hand¬writing. It is alleged, were found inpossession of Words. Tho detectives
are endeavoring to find the other threechecks.

MOTHER DRIVEN FRANTIC
Attempts to Kill Children In Belief

Sue Had Poisoned, Them.
Seneca Falle, N. Y., December 26..

Driven frantic, it is thought, by her
bol'ef that she had given her two chil¬
dren poison In mistake, for medicine,
Mrs. Anna Curie, wlfo of a prominont
merchant at Waterloo, Seneca county,
sought to save them from a death of
torture to-day by slashing their wrists
with a paring knife. Tho woman then
tried to commit sulcldp by making
ugly gashes in hc^ otm .wrjat» All,
^vft a süanoe, jlfl MOOJ&09 -si;'j

PACKERS FORCED
TO ABANDON PLAN

Could Not Secure Funds
to Finance $500,000,-

000 Merger.
FULL DETAILS

GIVEN TO COURT

When New York Capitalists De¬
cline to Furnish Needed
Money, National Packing
Company, Now Under Gov¬
ernment Fire, Is Formed.
Immunity Plea Made.

Chicago, December 20..Details of the
plan for a $500,000,000 merger of tho
Armour, Swift and Morris Interests
In 1902, by which the government
contends It was sought to control the
meat industry of tho country, were
revealed to-duy In tho trial of tho ten
Chicago packers beforu United States
District Judge GeorguA. Carpenter.
The contract, which was dated May

31 1S02, was read to the Jury ond of¬
fered in evidence by counsel for the
government. Tho original agreement,
was produced In court by Albert II.
Vcedcr, attorney for Swift & Co., who
was called by the government as its
llrst witness.

l'lan Is Abandoned.
Attorney Vecder testified that the

plans for the merger were abandoned,
and that In March, 1903, the National
Packing Company wai organized to
operate certain Important packing
companies purchased with a viow to
including them In the big company.
Under the terms of the agreement,

the three large packing corporations
und their subsidiary companies, to¬
gether with recently acquired Im¬
portant companies, were to be merged
Into one concern. Arniour, Swift and
Morris were to receive bonda and pre¬
ferred stock of the now company in
payment for value of their tangible
property. In addition to this, the pro¬
moters were to receive $25,000,000
worth of the new company's stock for
Intangible property and a large block
of common stock for their good will,
this amount to bo fixed by the earn¬
ings of the different plants during the
llrst year of the new merger. The pro¬
moters planned to borrow $&0,00<j,00u
to finance the. corporation.
The appraised valuation of Armour,

Swift, Morris nnd their subsidiary
companies was given at $1SO,000.000.
Hach of the three promoters deposited
$l',000,000 with a Chicago bunk us evi¬
dence of. good faith, but they were
compelled to drop tho plan because
of the failure of certain New York
capitalists to furnish the funds needed.

Make Immunity Plea.
Previous to Veeder's testimony tho

defense made an unsuccessful attempt
to have excluded from the govern¬
ment's case all transactions prior to
1905, on the ground that the Immunity
plea which freed the packers when
they were Indicted seven years ago
should apply to that period. Judge
Carpenter, while reserving his decision
to give the government time to reply.
Indicated that he would deny the mo¬
tion.
Vceder admitted that the packers

had some sort of an organization which
met overy Tuesday In Ihe Counselman
building in Chicago on the same floor
with his law office, and that his son,
Henry Veeder, acted ns secretary Jn
1900, 1901 and 1902. lie. did not know
the name of the association, and it
was not op the door of the office, and
he did not know what business was
transacted st tho meetings.
The government contends that it was

nt these meetings that the price ot
meat was lixed and plans discussed for
ttfc suppression of competition.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE LjPHELD
Taft Rules That It May lie Practiced

In Canal /.one.
Washington, December 26..President

Taft to-duy settled the vexed ques¬
tion of allowing the practice of Chris¬
tian Science or othur uon-medicinal
methods of healing the sick in the
Panama Canal Zone. The executive
order, which members of tho Christian
Science Church feared would prohibit
their method of healing, wns modified
so that there can be no doubt as to
the lawfulness of such practices.
Tho original order provided that any

one wiio wished to practice medicine,
surgery, dentistry, pharmacy or mid¬
wifery in the Canal Zone must be
licensed by tho board of health. As
modified by the Prosldent, the order
shall not bo oonstrued "to prohibit the
practice of the religious tenets of any
church In the ministration to the sick
or suffering by montal or spiritual
means without the use of any drug or
material remedy, whother gratuitously
or for compensation, provided that such
sanitary laws, orders, rules and regu¬
lations as now are or hereafter may be
In forco In said Canal Zone are com¬
plied with."
Tho order as modified takes effect

January 1;

LIVING AS ONE DEAD
Man Struck by Trolley Perfectly Well,

but Is I'nconsclous.
South Norwalk, Conn., December 2C..

To live for years as one dead Js the
peculiar fate which seemingly awaits
George Cohen, of New York, who »h a
patient in a local hospital. Flvo weeks
ago Cohen was struck on the head by
a trolley car, and slnco that time has
remained In a comatose condition.
Medical experts, who have given great
attent'on to the unusual case, fear
thore Is little hope for tho man's recov¬
ery. .'
Every resource of sclenco has been

tried to restore Cohen to consciousness,
but all have failed. Despite his ail¬
ment, Cohen Is physically strong nl|d
shows t\o indication of dlssoltiUon save'
by a natural, death. In the opinion of
experts, ho may continue for years-in
his present condition, unless gome un-
ijW£Q0t04 fturjs Cfift bet tQWR^e

SAW FACES AT NIGHT
Tormented i>v Visions, Murderer Gives

Himaelf Up.
Baltimore, Md., Decomber 26..Haunt¬

ed by "Islons of bis victim, John Henry
Martin surrendered to tho police hero
to-day, declaring that ho was the mur¬
derer of William H. Mlckio, an old
storekeeper In Seventh Street, Wash¬
ington, on November 17. Martin, who
appears to bo a nervous wreck, said
that ho entered the store, struck the
man ovor tho head with a Wrench, tpok
the contents of the cashdrawcr and tied
Ho said that he went to West Virginia
und did not know that the man he as¬
saulted wus dead until ho read It two
weeks ago In a Washington newspaper.
Ho saw also that some one clso had
been arrested for the crime.
Tho memory' of his deed and the

thought that an Innocent person might
suffer for It, drove him to a Catholic
confessional, where he told his story
to tho priest. It was on the advice
of tho latter, Martin said, that ho sur¬
rendered himself.
Martin formerly lived at Cumber-

land, Md. He has been In Baltimoro
only n few days, ho said,
Martin told the police that his first

thought after reading of tho arrest
of another for tho murder, was that
hu had had n lucky escape.

"Thon,"' ho said, "I began worrying.
I could not rest; I could not sleep; I
havo been in misery.

"I would rather bo hung or have
anything also done 'to me than to bo
tormented by my thoughts. Tho man
I killed kept a cigar store on Seventh
Street, Washington. I went In there
and asked him for money. He refused
me and 1 struck him over the head
with a monkeywrench. Then 1 ran
away. T went to West Virginia and
came hero about throo weeks ago
from Berkley Springs. 1 am a baker
by trade, and am not married. Kvqrsince i read that I had killed tho man
I struck I have seen faces at night
when I was in bed. I can see the pic¬
ture of that cigar store.

COUNT'S PLEA REJECTED
Vatican llefunc* to Annul Ciuttelluac's

Marriage With Anna (iould.
Koine, Uecesn'oer . 26..The Vatican

has declined to grant Count Bonl do
Castcllano an annulment of his mar¬
riage with Anna Gould, who Is now
tue Duchess of Talleyrand and Sagau.
Countess dc Castcllane was granted a
divorce from her husband and given
the custody of their three children on
November H. i9U6. About a year ago
Count Bonl applied to the Vatican for
annulment of the marriage.
For several months post the Congre¬

gation of the Council has had undeV
advisement tho process received front
the Archbishopric of 1'aris concerningthe case.
Count Bonl came to Homo on Decem¬

ber 'JO for the -purpose of using all
possible Influences to obtain his ob¬
ject. In this he was not opposed bythe Duchess of Talleyrand. The de¬
cision of the Congregation of tho Coun¬cil, however, which was communicated
to him yes-lerday, rejected his peti¬tion-for annulment. The ground onwhich tho application was denied was
summarized as follows:
"A marriage celebrated and consum¬

mated. If performed according to tholaw of the ohurch, as, until proved totho contrary. It was in tho case of theCastellane-Gould marriage. Is indisso¬luble. There ar* certain Impedimenta,which, If existing boforo the marriage,
can prevent its celebration, or, Ir cele¬brated In ignorance of them, rendortho marriage Invalid, in which case thechurch can proclaim that the union
of the parties never :n reality existed.But In tho arguments brought for¬
ward by- De Cast.Mlano no such Im¬pedimenta havo been shown.*'Count Bonl left here to-night forParis. Tic expects to return to Romeabout the middle of January. It isbelieved that he will brlnp: forward
new points on which to base anotherapplication for annulment.

DEFENDANTS GIVEN TIME
Answer of Steel Corporation Need .Not

Ue Filed Until February 1,
Trenton. N. J., December 26..Unite!d States District Attorney Vrce-

land. In the Cnlted States Circuit Court,
to-day announced that a further exten¬
sion of time had been granted for tho
filing of answers in the suit of tho
government for tho dissolution of the
United States Steel Corporation. The
tlmo was extended from the first Mon¬
day in January to February 1 in tho
caso of the United States Steel Cor¬
poration Itself and for twenty-fivo or
thirty other defendants in the case.
Tho extension was granted by Mr.
Vrceland with the approval of the Do-
partment of Justice.
The only defendants out of the en¬

tire sixty who have not asked for an
extension of tlmo are John D. Rocke¬
feller and John D. Rockefeller, Jr.
The Minnesota group of mining and
land companies secured an extension
some time ago to January 1, and thus
far they havo not asked for further
time. It is believed here, however, that
all of the defendants who ask for it
will have their time for filing answero
extended to February 1.

WOMAN'S POLITICAL PLUM
Mls» Hndrlcb, of Mnrquettc, to Serie ns

Governor's Secretary.
Lansing, Mich., Decomber 26..For

the first time in tho history of the
State of Michigan, unless Governor Os-
born changes his mind, a woman will
act as private secretary to the Chief
executive. Miss ilory F. Hadrlch, oi
Marquotte, for seventeen years pri¬
vate aocretary to Charles S. Osborn,
and now In Govornor Osborn's office
as his executive clerk, is, it is under¬
stood, soon to bo appointed his secre¬
tary, to assume her how duties January
1. Though prominent In politics for a
number of years. Miss Hadrlch 19 not
a sit ff rage tte.
During Mr. Osborn's gubernatorial

campaign In 1010 Miss Hadrlch had
charge of his Sault Ste. Mario oiltce.
Major Hull N. Travis, tho Governor's
present secretary. Is to bo made a mem¬
ber of tho State Pardon Board.

ADOPTS GIRL INTO TRIBE
Stanley Committee Witness Has Pow¬

er* of Indian Chiefs. #Duluth, Minn., December 26..Looni-
das Merritt, of Duluth, who gavo testi¬
mony before the Stanloy oommlttoo in
Washington, Is a Chlppewa. Indian by
adoption, and ati the" chiefs of the Nir
kanlss band of the Chippowaa are now
all dead, this distinction gives Mr.
Merritt tho right of adoption.
While ho was In Washington, It Ik

now mado known, ho adopted Miss
Katherlne Green, of Henderson, Ivy.,
Into, tho band. Back in 1866, when
"Loti" Merritt was a boy of twelvoi^ars. Chief L«.^:JT9P.t.'ftdoptQ4'.lilnu

His Sentiments at Van-1
ance With Views to .

Be Expressed. -

SENDS LETTER
OF SEVEN PAGES

In Reply to Invitation He Char¬
acterizes as "Traitors" All Who
Attend and Do Not Agree
With Purposes of Meet¬

ing.Taft Has Ac¬
cepted.

N'mv York, December 26..Close on
the heels of ono great peaco meeting,
which was broken up by disturbers op¬
posed to tho ratification of President
Tafts proposed treaties with Eng¬
land and France, disagreements havo
arisen over what Is being planned as
ono of the greatest peaco dinners the
country ever has seen, to bo held here
Saturday night- It developed to-day,
according to a member of tho com¬
mittee In charge of tho dinner, that
former President Roosevelt had re¬
plied to a ecml-ofllclal Invitation to
attend the function at which President
Taft will bo principal speaker with a
letter declaring that his sentiments
wcro wholly at varlanco with thoso to
be expressed at tho effa'r, and cen¬
suring us "traitors" to their princi¬
ples all who accepted Invitations to tho
dinner without agreeing with Its pur¬
poses.
To arrange a peaceful program, Wie

executive committee of tho national
commission In -charge of tho dinner
mot late to-day and dlsoussca tho sit¬
uation. At a meeting of the execu¬
tive committee last \\ cdnesduy a res¬
olution was adopted in executive ses¬
sion authorizing an otllciul invitation
to Mr, Roosevelt, but the secretary,
whowas told to send tho Invitation,
did not do so In a formal way, but
wrote to Mr. Roosevelt llrst to learn
his views. A member of tho commit¬
tee, who would not havo his name
printed, said to-night that Mr, Roose¬
velt had replied with a scvon-pago
letter In effect as stated above, leav¬
ing no doubt whatever that ho would
not attend In any circumstances. In
another Interview to-day Mr. Roosevelt
repeated hit) Intention not to attend.
John Temple Graves was selected to¬

day as toasltnaster of the dinner, at
which it Is expected to scat 1,800
prominent persons, including a whole
special train load of diplomats from
Washington- A letter received from
President Taft to-day was read. Hu
agreed to be present and to maku a
speech.

Colonel Nut In Politics.
New, York, December 26..Theodoro

Roosevelt announced this afternoon
that lie was taking no purt in tho
New York State political situation, an<jthat "not it single human being" hud
asked him to lend his Inilucncc to the
support of any candidate for tho Re¬
publican nomination tor Governor next
year. Previous to his announcement,
Colonel Roosevelt had an hour's con¬
ference wllh Darwin P. Jamce, Jr.,president of the Young Republican
Club, of Brooklyn.
"They haven't a.sked me because I'm

not In politics and nobody expects mo
to bo in politics,"' ho rcpllud when
asked If he had been requested to
further tho candidacy of any one for
the Republican nomination for Gover¬
nor.
"You have had callers who talked

politics, haven't you?" Colonel Roose¬
velt wag asked.
"The people arc afraid to corne to

see me," he replied, "because theythink they will be compromised bythis talk of politics. But I'll seo any¬body; I'm not afraid of being compro¬mised."
"A Now York paper printed a storythis morning thut you would attend

the peace dinner to be held hero on
the 30th by those believed to representthe political enemies of' President
.Taft," said a reporter.
"Do you wish lo comment upon it,Colonel?"
"Think of It!" exctalmed Mr. Roose¬

velt. "Just think of that!"
"That part of the story was played

up In black type," replied the reporter.
"It should havo been In red," said

Colonel Roosevelt, smiling. "And drip¬ping ut that. Dripping great gouts of
red!"

Introducing to the newspaper men
a young man of great physique as "thebrother of tho ex-champlon amateur
heavyweight iboxer of the United
States und a friend of mine," Colonel
Roosevelt remarked; "This goes to
show that I havo sonio friends left,
even If I am not going to the peacedinner."

FROST IN ORANGE GROVE
Temperature In California Lowest in

Many Yenrs.
Los Angeles, Cal., December 26..In

many of Iho orange districts of South¬
ern Cullforhltt, lust night's weather
was tho coldest registered In many
yours. In one section tho mercury fell
to 16 above zero, while in San Ber¬
nardino the thermometer registered
22, and in Riverside 20 degrees above.
Persistent smudging probably has

saved' the growing crop from Injury,
but in some dlslrlcts to-night's tem¬
perature is awaited with anxiety.
What damage already has boon 'done
is not .considered sufficient to bring
the crop below tho average.

Has White Christmas.
Sari B'ranclsco. Cal., December 26..¦

For tho first tlmo In years Central
California has oxpe.rlencod a "white
Christmas." not white with real snow,but a mantlo of frost that almost an¬
swered tho purpose.
Tomperatures reported to the gov¬

ernment weather bureau for tho last
twenty-four hours ranged from 20 do-
LSrocii in 33 tlogrcea above. zcro4

SECRET TRIAL FOR RICHESON
Speedy Action of l,CRi<ilnture Woald

Moke It Possible.
Boston. Muss., December 26..With

the coming" trial of Kov. Clarence V.
T. l&chcsou, ohurged with tho mur¬
der of . his formor sweetheart, Avis
Linn ell. less than two wocks away,
public lntorest In the caso was in¬
creased considerably by to-day's de¬
velopments.
One of these developments was the

appearance of Rev. George E. Horr,
president of the Newton Theological
Institution, whero tho accused clorgy-
-inan appeared for tho pulpit, at tho
office of District Attorney Polluter.
Although no statement was given out
at the conclusion of their conference,
It is believed the district attorney
questioned Dr. liorr us to his knowl¬
edge regarding tho engagement of
Rlcheson to Miss Llnnell.
An attempt to havo a private trial

of the accused minister was made
to-day by tho Illing by a local attor¬
ney of a petition for tho Incoming
Legislature to enact a statute which
would causo the exclusion from the
court room of all persons not connect¬
ed with any case which Involved the
docency and morals of tho community.
As tho Legislature convenes on tho
third of next month, rapid action In
adopting tho proposed bill would muke
It effoctlve In the Richeson case.
Thrco hundred summonses woro Is¬

sued to-day upon votors to serve on
the special Jury panel.

(FATHER THINKS SON INSANE
Former Governor TcsttfteN at Hearing

of Mulcolm C. Patterson.
Seattle, Wash., peccmbor 26..In¬

quiry Into the sanity of Malcolm C.
Patterson, son of former Governor Mal¬
colm R» Patterson, of Tenncssoc, who
shot and wounded R. T. Seal, on De¬
cember 7, wns begun to-day by a com¬
mission of physicians. The iirst tes¬
timony was concerning a serious Ill¬
ness in Memphis, which, It Is said, af¬
fected young Patterson's mind while ho
wns a boy. Tho Illness, It was testl-
lled, had resulted In later years in at¬
tacks of epilepsy.
Former Governor Patterson, testified

that during his sou's school days he
failed to attain more than a mediocre
record. Ho resorted to low companlon-
ahlp, Tetuslng to associate with per¬
sons of his family's social standing,
which frequently led him Into many
unseemly escapades, ono rosultlng In
his being slashed across the faco with
a knife.
Tho father further said that one

Umo ho received a telegram saying his
son was'serlously 111 In a Denver hos¬
pital. Ho went to Denver and found
tho boy |h perfect health. Finally ho
sent Malcolm to the coast in tho hopo
his health and mind might bo Im¬
proved. Ho protested that he believed
1:1s son was not sann.
Captain O'Haver, of the Memphis po¬lice, testified that young Patterson

had-been In frequent brawls, and that
at ono tlmo he was held ten days In
tho city Jail. He did not believe tho
prisoner sane.

TWO DISASTERS AT SEA
Seven Survivors From British Steamer.

Spanish Vessel Goes Dam.
Glasgow, December 26..The British

steamer Guillemot, from London for
Genoa, foundered In the Base of Bis¬
cay December 21. Tho captain and
lifteen of her crow were lost. Seven
survivors were picked, up by tho Brit¬
ish steamer Lincairn and landed here
to-day.
Immediately after rosculng tho sun

vlvors of the Gulllomot. the Lincairn
sighted a Spanish steamer, whoso name
she could not discover. In distress. Be-
foro the Lincairn was able to proofed
to her assistance, the Spanish vessel
foundered, with all hands.

Tho Guillemot belonged to the Gen¬
eral Steam Navigation Company, of
London. She was a vessel registering
1,131 tons net. and was built at Carnp-
bclltown In 1894.

COSTLY GIFTS BARRED
Crusade Asnlnst Presents to Ilullivny

OlflelnlH by Supply Houses.
Chicago, 111., December 26..A cru¬

sade started some time ago against
the practice of certain raUwuy supply
concerns of giving expensive Christ¬
mas gifts to railroad officials who aro
in a position to Influence tho granting
of contracts resulted this year in a
marked falling off In the number of
theso presents.
According to information from sev¬

eral of the roads running Into Chicago,
the protests made against the practice
caused many supply concorns to
abandon tho practice altogether.
Other concorns this year distributed
only Christmas cards or other Inexpen¬
sive remembrances.
-m

MERRY AT 110 YEARS OF AGE
"Granny" Wagoner Knjoj.i Her Happi¬

est Birthday Anniversary.
Springfield. Mo., December 26..

Greeting cheerfully the neighbors who
canto to wish her well. Mrs. Lucy Wag¬
oner, who claims to bo 110 years old,
and who lives just across the line In
'fancy county. Ark., «nid sho spent "ds
merry a Christmas' as any one In the
State."

"Granny1' Wagoner, as she Is called,
lives alone In a log cabin and makes
her own living by working In the cot¬
ton flolds and doing odd Jobs. She
says sho was born In Tennessee In ISO I.
and that sho has eight great-great¬
grandchildren, besides numerous other
descendants.

TRIBESMEN REPULSED
They Lcnve Mauy Dead on Field After

Battle With Spaniards.
Madrid, December 26..Further light¬

ing is reported in official dispatches
which reached here to-day from' Mo-jilia, Morocco. There have been sev-
oral engagements between Rift tribes-,
men and tho Spanish troops. The
trlbosmou mot with a severe repuls*
December 22, and wore again drlvön
back on tho two days following. Yes¬
terday at daybreak flvo Spanish coi-
umna attacked the Rlfilans simultane¬
ously. Tho tribesmen, unable to with-
atand the assault, wero driven across the
river, leaving a large number of dead
on tlie Held, of battle. Quantities of
arms and ammunition wcro captured by
tho Spaniards, whoso loss Is repotted
n_i two Killed and forty woundoii.

UNDERWOOD RAPS
MODERN CURE-ALLS
Initiative and Referen¬
dum Criticized in Rich¬

mond Speech..
MEETS HUNDRED
AT DINNER TABLE

Probable Presidential Candidate
(i}ucst of M. C. Patterson.
Byrd Commends His Shun¬
ning of "False Gods."
Other Speakers Add

to Occasion.

Criticism of tho initiative and refer-,
endum as principles of American gov¬
ernment marlccd tho after-dinner
speech of Representative Oscar W. Un¬
derwood, of Alabama, at tho Common¬
wealth Club last night. "You cannot
tell me," ho said, .'that tho people of
this country are more able to adopt
nn honest measure than to select an
honest man."
Hin argument was directed toward :

tho proposition that tho peoplo know
when a candiduto Is honest and jean
trust him to legislate, when thoy might",
not master the intricacies of proposed
legislation.
One hundred guests of Malvom G.

Patterson woro seated at tho dinner
tendered Mr. Underwood, who is chair¬
man of tho Ways and Means Commit¬
tee of tho Houso of Ropreaentatlvou
and a probuble candidate for the pres¬
idency of the United States. Tho
gathering was a representative ono
of tho men of Richmond, ond it was)
tho generally expressod opinion thattho ImproBslon mado on them by Mr.Underwood was excellent.

Petitions Easily Secured.
Tho referendum Itself was not sa

vicious, said Mr. Underwood, and ho
Instanced tho fact that with safety,Stute Constitutions and bond Issuos forpublic improvements aro referred to
the vote of the people at large. Buttho ln'tlntlvo, in his Judgment, was anentirely different proposition. Ho gavesome examples out of his experiencewith petitions, to Indicate how easyIt would ho to get signature:; for anydocument which any oho might wishto havo submlttod, or for the appoint¬ment of any Individual, no matterhow unworthy.
Tho burden of his argument waathat the principles of governmentenunciated by Thomas Jefferson arosound and basic, that no forceful ar¬

gument for tho abridgment of repre¬sentative government has over come t»light, and that such modern formulasjof lp-wmaktng as tho Initiative nrodangerous and unnecessary. It is within[the power of tho people in a republic,ho thought, to accomplish anythingthey may pleaBC at the polls, and that ;they had as well try to breathe thabreath of lifo Into a dead body as t<»provide a remedy for a condition which/Is intrinsic in themselves.
As to the referendum, ho told otthe salmon fisheries on tho ColumbiaRiver, In Oregon, where nets were usedin one section and water wheels In an¬other. By the use of legislation by thepeople, instead of by representatives,tho followers of each method forbadetho uso of tho other's devices, with thoresult that tho salmon Industry on tha:river was practically killed.

Hu.i Avoided Palsc Gods.
Mr. Underwood's position received)indorsement from at least one source.*Richard Evelyn Byrd, Speaker of theMouse of Delogatos, who was firstpresented by Toastmaster Eppa HuntonlJr. Mr. Byrd complimented the Ala«.bam,i Congressman's clear voice In opVposition to the false gods of tho Inittlallvo and referendum. Ho also com.mended tho vote of the guest of honor

against tho pension bill."that assault
upon tho country at largo." Mr. Byrdalso referred to thu emigration of menof bruins from tho South to the Norm,and spoke of Mr, Cndcrwood us an ex¬ample of opportunities that exist inthis section.
An especially warm reception wasgiven the speech of Rev. George W.McOanlcl, D. I). of the llrst BaptistChurch. He made many clever allu¬

sions, such ns: ' A Republican is a foolunder restraint; a Democrat Is a fool
at large." Dr. McDanlel said that Mr.Cndcrwood had reconstructed tho Dem-,
ocrutle party In tho Houso of Repre¬sentatives, and he praised his sagacityand thu qualities of leadership which,he hud developed. Ho spoke of thuneed of conservatism In dealing with)tiic big problems of tho day.

Keep llim iu Congress.
Senator Claude A. swunson recuiU'd

the fact thut when ho was In Congress]the Birmingham district sent a new
man every two years, while in laterdays It has kept Mr. Underwood In Con-*
gross.a lacl equally complitnontary tqihu man und to thu district. Thu prob¬lem ol tho day. said the Junior Sen¬
ator, was tho advances of predatory
wealth on tho one hand and of Social-
ism or; the other, the Democratic party
standing between, C, D. I.anshorne
spoke brielly.

Mr, Underwood was the last speaker.
Tho progreaslvcness in the Republi¬

can party of to-day, said the Ala-
bninhtn, is leading towur<l democracy
and not beyond it. Ho described tho
Progressive Republican as one headingtoward democracy.
Mr. Hunton reud u letter from Presi-.

dent Kdw.ln a. Alderman, of the UuU
verslty of Virginia, regrottlng hie in-,
ability to "be present, and speakhiK
of Mr. Underwood as a worthy son of.tho university.
Tho following were among thu

guests:
Oscar W. Underwood, Senator Claud <j.

A. Swanson, Mayor D. C, Richardson,Llcutcnant-Governor J. Taylor Ellysori,'/Rev. Georgo W. McDanlol. D. D., Dr.
George Ben Johnston. Eppa Hunton,
Jr., Georgo W. Slovene, M. C. Branch,
John Kerr Branch, Speaker Richard
Evelyn Byrd. Judgo James Keith,'
Judge I!. Carter Scott, Representative jJohn-1.amh, Egbert G. I.elgh. Jr. John
Stewart Bryan. A. N. Patterson, J-ydx'
ward .1. Willis, Joseph E. WllUrd. CC
D. Langhorne, \\Y M.' IlnoHston, Hi.;,feL'Roun.trcft, U. 'A Mortis. OUvjut X,


